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Fifty-five years ago next August there entered the Freshman class of Bates College a young man who was
destined to exert a powerful influence upon his own college and upon college life and education in general. One
cannot easily conceive how different the conditions were here at that time from what they are now. The
beautiful trees which now cover our campus with their delightful shade were then very small, or entirely lacking
in places, none of them having been set more than six or eight years. The college grounds occupied less than
half their present area, being included entirely between College Street and a line parallel to it running from
Campus Avenue just back of the library building and through the middle of the chemical laboratory. Only two
buildings had been erected, Hathorn and Parker Halls, and Hathorn Hall was only partially finished. The
Institution was called Bates College, but included the Maine State Seminary and what later became Nichols
Latin, or preparatory, School. Only two college classes had been admitted. It was my good fortune, as a
member of the preparatory department, to become acquainted with George Colby Chase in that, his Freshman
year, and it has been my much greater good fortune to have that acquaintance and friendship and intimacy
continued and strengthened through the long period of years to the day of his death. George Chase, as we used
to call him, to distinguish him from others of the same family name, very soon set the standard among his
fellow-students for scholarship, character, and high ideals. At the same time his relations with his...
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