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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XIX. THE PRIEST S LIFE. The Fourth Provincial
Council has also traced out in its twelfth decree what a priest s life ought to be in the following words: 1. They
who are not holy ought not to lay hands on holy things. 1 All the faithful of Christ, as the Apostle testifies, are
called to be Saints.2 But priests ought to ascend to the perfection of sanctity. For he who, by the necessity of his
position, is compelled to teach the highest things, by the same necessity is bound to show them forth in himself.
The warning is altogether fearful: No man ought rashly to offer himself to others as a guide in the divine light
who, in all hi3 state and habit, is not most like to God. 4 For they who are appointed to divine ministries attain to
a royal dignity, and ought to be perfect in virtue. 5 For so we are taught by the Catholic Church in its solemn
ritual, and in the very act of conferring the priesthood. As God commanded Moses to choose out seventy men
from the whole people to be his helpers, to whom the Holy Ghost should distribute His gifts, so the Lord Jesus
chose out presbyters of the second order to help the Apostles--that is, the Catholic Bishops--that He might teach
His Church, both by word and deed, that the ministers of His Church ought to be perfect in faith and...
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