
Revisiting the German Wage Structure ̂  eBook # ISTOEQEUQB

Revisiting the German Wage
Structure

By Benjamin Bruns

GRIN Verlag Sep 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Book Condition:
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subject Economics - Job market economics, grade: 1,0,
Humboldt-University of Berlin (Angewandte Mikroökonometrie
/ Arbeitsmarktökonomik), course: Topics in Labour Economics,
language: English, abstract: Using a large administrative data
set, a recent study by Dustmann, Ludsteck, and Schönberg
[2009] finds convincing evidence for rising wage inequality in
West Germany during the past three decades. Their paper
shows that the increase occurred above the median during the
1980s, and was augmented by rising inequality below the
median in the 1990s. These results challenge the pervasive
conception of the German wage structure being a paragon of
stability. Within the scope of this seminar paper, I replicate
parts of their analysis using a different data set, namely the
German Socio-Economic Panel (GSOEP) for the period from
1984 to 2009. Using monthly and hourly earnings constructs, I
assess the extent to which the results of Dustmann, Ludsteck,
and Schönberg [2009] can be recovered from GSOEP data. I do
so by exploring the wage distribution along several
dimensions. In addition to this, I analyze composition-
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