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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 52 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.1in.While VA treats the majority of veterans in VA-
operated facilities, in some instances it must obtain the services of non-VA providers to ensure that veterans are
provided timely and accessible care. These non-VA providers are commonly reimbursed by VA using a fee-for-
service arrangement known as fee basis care. VAs fee basis care program has grown rapidly in recent
yearsrising from about 8 percent of VAs total health care services budget in fiscal year 2005 to about 11 percent
in fiscal year 2012. GAO was asked to review fee basis care program spending and utilization and factors that
influence VAMC fee basis utilization. This report examines how fee basis care spending and utilization changed
from fiscal year 2008 to fiscal year 2012, factors that contribute to the use of fee basis care, and VAs oversight of
fee basis care program spending and utilization. GAO reviewed relevant laws and regulations, VA policies, and
fee basis spending and utilization data from fiscal year 2008 through fiscal year 2012. In addition, GAO reviewed
the fee basis care operations of six selected VAMCs that varied in size, services oCered, and geographic location.
The Department of Veterans ACairs (VA) fee basis care spending increased from about 3. 04 billion in fiscal year
2008 to about 4. 48 billion in fiscal year 2012. The slight decrease in fiscal year 2012 spending from the fiscal
year 2011 level was due to VAs adoption of Medicare rates as its primary payment method for fee basis
providers. VAs fee basis care utilization also increased from about 821, 000 veterans in fiscal year 2008 to about
976, 000 veterans in fiscal year 2012. GAO found that several factors affect...
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