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illustrated. 1867. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XI. WILLIAM SHENSTONE. 51. Letters--1739-1743--Pains Of Leisure. 52.
1745--Occupation Found. 53. 1752-1763--Bereavements. INTERCHAPTER |I. Autobiographical Passages Of An Old
Novel; By The Rev. Richard Graves. 54-1 Mr. Rivers And Charlotte Woodville. Chapter XI. WILLIAM SHENSTONE.
51. --Letters, 1739-1743. Pains Of Leisure. IT has always appeared to me difficult to account for Grays
disparaging estimate of the character of Shenstone as derived from the perusal of his Letters. | also have read,
too, an octavo volume of Shenstones Letters. Regarding them as a whole, and in comparing one passage with
another, as written under various moods, and at different periods of his life, from 1739 to 1763, | do not find
that--1. He was always wishing for money, for fame, and other distinctions. 2. | do not consider that his whole
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taste had adorned, he only enjoyed it when people of note came to see and commend it. 4. | do not assent to the
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neighbouring clergymen, who wrote verses too. William Shenstone was born in 1714, at his fathers estate of the
Leasowes, in Aylsowen. He learned to read, says Johnson, of an old dame, whom his poem of the
Schoolmistress has delivered to posterity. This poem, as first published, contains twenty-eight stanzas;...
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