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THE ANTICHRIST LEGEND

CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 340 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.8in.A review from The Academy, Volume 48: This
is a scholarly book, and one of great use and interest for the student of early Christian beliefs. Pages 1-75 area
review of the sources of our knowledge of the belief in the Antichrist; compiled step by step from these sources.
Useful indices close the book, of which the gist is as follows: certain passages in the New Testament (Matt, xxiv. ,
Mark xiii. , 2 Thess. ii. , Apocal. xi. ) are so many fragments of a pre-Christian and mainly Jewish myth or saga.
This saga was taught orally, and was, on principle, not committed to writing. And this is one reason why the
written records of it are so scarce in the first century, becoming more and more numerous in writers of the
second, third, fourth, and succeeding centuries. Can this saga be recovered in its early form, as Jesus, Paul, and
John inherited it Bousset arguesand I think proves his point that in the writings of Commodian, Lactantius,
Victorinus, Hippolytus, and Irenaeus, we have early Christian sources independent of the New Testament. In
Ephrem and pseudo-Ephrem, in Methodius and other Fathers, we have further sourceslater indeed, but still
going back to the original tradition which lies behind the New Testament. Nor are we dependent on Christian
writers alone; for 4 Esra, the Testament of Dan, Sibyll. iii. 46-91, the Baruch book, probably also parts of the
Talmud, constitute Jewish sources to aid us in our reconstruction. All these, as well as many medieval sources,
are handled by Bousset with great skill and care. He shows how the older saga is already adapted to current
events by the...
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