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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 Excerpt: .nap at noon, as the rival of Britannicus. This addition too, he observes,
was made to the story, that thpy were frightened by a serpent that crept from under his pillow and ran away.
Which tale was occasioned by the finding the skin of that animal in his bed by the bolster; which, by his mother
s order, he wore for some time on his right arm, enclosed in a bracelet of gold, which at last, from an aversion
to her memory, he laid aside. See Suet, in Nero, sect. 6. And not only this, but Agrippina, his mother, poisoned
Claudius, Nero s step-father, which was the cause of his coming to the empire. So that, from these circumces, it
is not improbable that he was called the serpent, by the people of Rome, as a nickname, and the old serpent by
St. John, because he wore the skin of this animal on his arm from youth to manhood. The village of Phain,
where he killed himself, was after his death nicknamed The city of the serpent, and this in derision of Nero. He
was condemned by the Senate, and sentenced to be dragged naked through the streets of Rome, and whipped
to death, and his body to be thrown down and dashed to pieces from the Tarpean rock. But to prevent this he
killed himself. Here then was the end of the vile persecutor. How uncertain, then, is human greatness and
grundeur. The world is...
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