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of the War One year has elapsed since | was obliged to call the German people to arms. An unprecedented time
of bloodshed has befallen Europe and the world. Before God and history my conscience is clear. | did not will
the war. After preparations that had lasted throughout a whole decade, the coalition Powers, for whom
Germany was becoming too great, believed that the moment had come to humiliate the Empire, which had
loyally stood by its Austro-Hungarian ally in a just cause, or to crush it by overwhelming encircling forces. As |
already stated a year ago, no lust, for conquest drove us into war. When in the days of August all the able-
bodied men rushed to the colours and our troops marched to a defensive war, every German on earth felt, in
accordance with the unanimous example of the Reichstag that he was to fight for the highest good of the
nation, for its life and its freedom. What awaits us if the enemy force succeeded in determinating the fate of our
people and Europe has been shown by the hardships endured by my dear province of East-Prussia. The
consciousness that the tight was forced upon us, accomplished miracles. Political conflict of opinion became
silent. Old opponents began to understand and esteem each other. A spirit of true comradeship governed the
entire people. In full gratitude we can say to-day that God was with us. The enemy armies that boasted that
they would enter Berlin in a few months, have been driven back with heavy blows far East and West. The
numberless battlefields in various...
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